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Cougar News, February 2025 

Board of Education 
 

· Theresa Genest, President 

·  Kevin Switanowski, Vice President 

·  Joseph DeFelice, Secretary 

·  Matthew McCartney, Treasurer 

·  Gina Aiuto, Trustee 

·  Denise Brun, Trustee 

·  Michelle Williams-Ward, Trustee 

 

Central Administration 
· Mark Blaszkowski, Superintendent 

· Dave Rice, Deputy Superintendent 

· Pete Hedemark, Assistant Superin-
tendent 

· Rayetta Ashbaugh, Executive Di-
rector, Business  and Finance  

Main Office 586-445-5700 Attendance 586-445-5701 

Dear Students and Families, 

As we step into the winter and second semester, it's a time for new begin-
nings—new schedules, new classes, new friends, and new challenges. It's 
hard to believe we're already halfway through the school year. The start of 
second semester can bring back some of that old anxiety, but it's crucial 
to take a moment to reflect and appreciate the success of our first semes-
ter. 

There are exciting events and activities lined up for this semester, such as 
students scheduling classes for next year, 5th-grade Sneak Peek, 8th-
grade visit to the high school, M-step testing, PSAT testing for 8th grade, 
Talent Show, Mid-Winter Break, Honor Roll Breakfast, and more. Specific 
dates and details for these events will be available on the Eastland home 
page and through emails, so please stay tuned. 

For the second semester, we will continue offering after-school tutoring 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. The sign-up sheet was sent 
back in September through email for parents/guardians to sign their stu-
dents up. Please take advantage of this valuable program to support your 
child's academic progress. 

A quick reminder about school rules: phones, backpacks, blankets, coats 
need to be in lockers and not visible during class time. We have a policy 
regarding phone usage, and repeated violations will result in consequenc-
es. Please familiarize yourself with these rules to ensure a positive learn-
ing environment for everyone. When phones are taken from students, 
parents will have to come to school to pick up the phone, second, third-, 
and fourth-time students will also receive detention, 5th time will result in 
a suspension. 

As the weather gets colder, it's crucial for safety reasons that students are 
picked up promptly at the end of the day. Students can't stay at school 
waiting for rides as it poses a safety concern. If your child does not ride 
the bus, please arrange for pickup by 3 p.m. We truly do not want stu-
dents waiting out in cold, but we have no supervision for them. 

This semester let's focus on regular attendance. While we understand that 
students may occasionally need to stay home due to illness or other rea-
sons, consistent attendance is vital for their academic success. Research 
shows that students who are chronically absent in middle school tend to 
face challenges in high school and beyond. Let's work together to im-
prove attendance and ensure students arrive on time to class. Speaking of 
attendance, Eastland Middle School had four students with perfect attend-
ance and zero tardies. We also had 135 students with less than 6 absenc-
es for the first semester. When students have less than 6 absences in a 
semester the data suggest they will be successful in school. That means 
higher GPA, higher test scores, less discipline issues and practicing good 
habits that will lead to a successful high school career and beyond. 

Thank you for your hard work, and let's keep it going strong! 

Best Regards, Mr. Beato 
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2/3—Girls’ Basketball v. Carleton-    
  HOME- 3:45pm 

2/4—Art Club 3:00-4:30pm 

2/6—Girls’ Basketball v.WWMS @ 
 WWMS 3:45pm  

2/10-Girls’ Basketball v.Grissom @   
 Grissom 3:45pm  

2/11-Spelling Bee 9am 
 Lego Club 3:00-4:25pm 
        NJHS Meeting 2:55-3:30pm    
        Art Club 3:00-4:15pm    
2/12--COUNT DAY 
  Early Release-Dismissal at     
  1:20pm 
         Girls’ Basketball v. Carter MS-  
  HOME 3:45pm 
2/13--Green Team meeting 3:00-4:30pm 
2/17-2/18—No School Mid-Winter   
 Break 

2/24-2/28 Spirit Week 

2/24-Girls’ Basketball v. Beer-HOME   
 3:45pm 

2/26-Early Release-Dismissal at 
 1:20pm 
  Girls’ Basketball v.WWMS-HOME 
  3:45pm 
2/27—Video Game Club 3-4:30pm 
           Dance Club 2:50-4:30pm 
          Green Team Meeting 3:00-4:30pm 
 

 

Save 
these 
Dates! 
Early 

Release @  

1:20 pm: 

2/12/25 

2/26/25 

3/12/25 

4/2/25 

4/23/25 

5/14/25 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Newsworthy Notations 

Absences 

Disruptive Device Policy (includes airpods, 
headphones, etc) 

First offense – Student surrenders their 
phone to the office. The student can pick 
up their phone at the end of the day. Warn-
ing issued.   
 
Second offense – Student surrenders their 
phone to the office. A parent/adult must 
pick up the phone from EMS. The student 
is issued a lunch detention.   
 
Third offense – Student surrenders their 
phone to the office. A parent/adult must 
pick up the phone from EMS. The student 
is issued an after-school detention.   
 
Fourth offense - Student surrenders their 
phone to the office. A parent/adult must 
pick up the phone from EMS. The student 
is issued an after-school detention. 
 
Fifth offense - Student surrenders their 
phone to the office. A parent/adult must 
pick up the phone from EMS. The student 
is issued an out of school suspension.   
 
Policy applies to Airpods, headphones, 
gaming consoles (such as Nintendo 
Switch) and the like.  

NJHS Information 

Regular attendance is critical to 
your child’s academic success; 
however, there are times a student 
may need to miss school due to ill-
ness. Please make sure you verify 
ALL absences by calling the At-
tendance Line at 586-445-5701. If 
your child is absent, they are still 
responsible for making up missed 
assignments, which can be re-
quested directly from the teacher.  

Reminder: NJHS members have a 
meeting on Tuesday February 11, 

Second Semester  
Reminders 

Please remind your students to 
aƩend class prepared and arrive 
to class on Ɵme. 

Bring to class: 

Pencil 

Notebook/folder 

Textbook (if required) 

Any belongings the student may 
need for class 

Arriving at class on Ɵme and pre-
pared is great pracƟce for future 
life skills. We appreciate your help 
and support! Thank you! 

 

Eastland Middle School is a  
“closed campus”. We do not ac-
cept third party lunch deliveries 
(such as Door Dash or Grub Hub) 
for student lunches. As always, 
Mom or Dad are welcome to drop 
of lunches at the Office. 





 








